
Cambridge CSD Mascot Consideration 

Original Files from 2001 Decision to keep the Indian Mascot 

Item Page Numbers in Packet Notes: 

Memo from NYS 
Education 
Commissioner 
Mills 2001 

1-3 

This asked districts to remove Native American 
mascots as soon as practicable.  This launched the 
first mascot debate here at CCS. 

National 
Congress of 
American Indians 
memo 

4 

Updates the number of schools still using these 
types of mascots, and the most recent schools to 
drop them. 

National 
Congress of 
American Indians 
list of NY schools 
with these types 
of mascots 

5-23 

There are 105 schools in NY that use the name 
“Indians.” 
 
I do believe there are other schools using Native 
American names that the NCAI did not see in their 
report. 

Munsee-
Stockbridge 
Statement 

24 

These are the descendants of one of the tribes that 
had the longest residence in the Cambridge Valley.  
The statement is in opposition to using race-based 
Indian logos. 

Huadenosaunee 
statement on 
mascots 25-26 

The Huadenosunee are the descendants of the 
Iroquois Nation. 
 
The statement is in opposition to using race-based 
Indian logos. 

NCAI Statement 
on the Cleveland 
Indians MLB 
Team 

27-28 

The NCAI commends the decision of the Cleveland 
baseball team to drop the name Indians. 

NYT Article on 
the Cleveland 
decision 

29-30 
Outlines the steps Cleveland took and the final 
decision. 

U.S. Lacrosse 
Statement on 
Mascots 

31-33 
USLA statement against the use of race-based 
mascots, and their creation of the Native American 
Advisory Council (NAAC) within their organization. 

Elmira Star 
Gazette Article  

34-40 
This article describes the position of the Seneca 
Nation against the use of Native American mascots. 

Woape 
Foundation email 
and letter to CCS 

41-43 
This email was sent specifically to us by the Woape 
Foundation asking us to remove the mascot and 
name. 

Email sent with 
the Saint Regis 
Mohawk Tribal 
Council 

44-45 

The Mohawk request retiring Indigenous mascots.  
The Mohawks were the tribe that helped drive the 
Mohicans from this area during the French and 
Indian War.  Wants removal of mascot. 



Proposed NYS 
law 46 

This law is currently on the floor in the NYS 
Legislature.  If passed it would require us to revisit 
this issue annually. 

Email 
47 

Email between Kate and Beth in regards to when 
CCS started to use the Indians mascot/logo. 

Educate Not 
Eradicate 

48-50 

This letter was sent to us in August.  It is the Native 
American Guardian’s Association.  It supports the 
use of Native mascots if done in a respectful 
manner. 

 

Key Points: 

• While not universal, the majority of organized Native American groups request removal of 

Indian names and logos. 

• NAGA is the only national group I found to support the logo.  There are several other cases 

where individual tribes support the use at specific schools. 
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